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In this he was unconsciously preparing the way for
the Wahhabis, of whom Ibn Saud is the head-
puritanical, almost fanatical, Sunnis, who place the
most rigid interpretation upon the teachings of the
Prophet, and allow no elasticity. Abdul Azeez Ibn
Saud relieved Hassein of his charge in good time,
and secured the Hedjaz.
Prior to his seizing the Hijaz he had been living
in comparative poverty, and he had had his fill of
adventures. He was a fully-fledged warrior before
he came to try conclusions with Hassein, for his
life had been spent in fighting, either against the
Turks or against his own near relations.
The story of Abdul Azeez Ibn Saud is one of
almost continual conflict, and, like so many others,
has its genesis in the bygone generations.
Abdul Azeez Ibn Saud is the fifth direct descendant
of the famous Emir Mohamed Ibn Saud, the founder
of the al Saud dynasty, and a most powerful sup-
porter of the teachings of Sheikh Mohamed Ibn Abdul
Wahhab. Emir Mohamed Ibn Saud can be said
to be the first of the great Wahhabis, and the one
who really gave form and name to the sect.
The al Saud of those days had their seat at Diriyya,
and though they sat firmly in the saddle, around
them was a chaotic jumble of warring emirates, and
their borders saw continuous disorder and bitter
fighting. The pious Sheikh Mohamed Ibn Abdul
Wahhab arrived in Diriyya in 1736, preaching as he
went a great religious revival which would exorcise
from misrepresented Islam much that savoured of
excess and licence.